Chapter V

THE KABfR PANTH.

The Kabir Panthis of Northern and Central
India recognise two main divisions of the Panth,
one with headquarters at the Kabir Chaura in
Benares and a branch establishment at Maghar,
and a second, founded by Dharm Dass^ with head-
quarters in the Chattisgarh District, in the Cen-
tral Provinces. The former is known as Bop
(Father) and the latter as Mai (Mother). The
relations between these two divisions have at
times been strained. The Math at Puri, where,
in the worship ofJagannath, distinctions of caste
are disregarded, is respected by both as a place of
pilgrimage.1

It is impossible in the light of present in-
formation to determine the date at which either
of these divisions first came into existence, but
both were probably founded by Hindu disciples
of Kabir.

As already stated Kabir died and was buried
at Maghar, in the district of Gorakhpun The

(1) The division of the Panth into twelve branches, as
given in Wilson, ft. H, acems to be quite fanciful. There are
other branches at Bombay, in Gujerat, etc,, but it is doubtful
whether these regard themselves as independent of these two
main divisions. Of these two divisions, that which bears the
name of Bbarm Dass, though barely mentioned by Wilbou,
is the more influential at the present time.